/Var 2//7/?z- 

TV Newsman 
Calls Press { 


Complacent 



said yesterday that compla- 
cency by broadcasters and a 
“shameful and shortsighted” 
attitude by newspapers had al- 
lowed government censorship 
to erode press freedom for 
radio and television. 

Monroe, Washington editor 
of NBC’s “Today Show,” said 
these twin failings have per- 
: mitted the development of “a 
new doublestandard for the 
First Amendment.” The print 
; media are free to say and do 
as they please while, broadcast- 
ers are continually shadowed j 
by government surveillance, he j 
said at a hearing on press j 
freedom before the Senate 
Constitution! Rights Subcom- , 
mittee. i . 

“If press freedom is to mean 
freedom for all the press, I be’- 
lieve teh newspapers will have 
to become engaged in the ‘ 
struggle for; broadcast i free- 
dom . . .,” Monroe said. ( 

Monroe said, “I have no i 
atrocity story to tell about out- J 
right government censorship. I 
I have never seen it happen. I 
Perhaps it never has. But I f 
know that what might be] 
called indirect or unintended 
government censorship has 
happened ... - j 

“We do know there are sta- 
tions that don’t do investiga- 
tive reporting. There are sta- 
tions that confine their docu- 
mentaries to safe subjects. 
There are stations that do edi- 
torialize, but don’t say any- 
thing. There are stations that 
do outspoken editorials but 
are scared to. endorse candi- 
dates. My opinion is that much 
of this kind of caution, proba- 
bly most of it, is due to a deep 
feeling that boldness equals 
trouble with, government, 
blandness equals peace.” 


